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her hand to the dying man. He seemed to have saved her
somehow; there was no harm in giving him her hand; after
all he was striving to rise to the occasion. Standing naked
beside the blood-stained Fabullus, she graciously smiled and
put her hand to his lips. If a gesture was worth doing, it
was worth doing well.

He pressed a feeble mouth against her frail plump fingers.

"Died like antique Roman. Father great general/*
Would she understand ? " Give me public-funeral and marble
tomb." He felt at last he had achieved something tremend-
ous; her cool white body dazzled in his eyes, Venus in her
cloud of light. He stared at her imploringly. "Huge marble
tomb,"

She nodded, and he sank back. A thousand worms were
gnawing at his stomach, but all that was very, very, far away.
Closer was the great bliss of Cleopatra's whiteness. At last
the world had recognised him. Eternal marble washed by
the rains of heaven. Then both pain and bliss whirled up
towards his head, two snakes twining round a caduceus, and
to the sound of trumpets in his ears he died.

The sound was his death-rattle. A shudder racked his
body, and he lay still, the blood from his wound dripping
through the canvas of the stretcher and staining the pale
blue carpet.

"Take him out," said Cleopatra, "and throw him into
the river."

Then she turned wearily to Kami- "What do you know
about it all, child?"

Kami, resenting somewhat the address of child from one
only a few years her senior, determined not to minimise her
own part. "I was sleeping quietly and thinking how happy
I was to serve your Majesty, when someone came kicking
his legs through the window; and before I knew where he
was, he had me by the throat and was rolling all over the
floor with me. Pm sure 1*11 have an awful sore throat. That
was more than I could stand, for I'm a respectable girl. So
I hit him back and called out as loud as I could. When he
saw the kind of girl I was, the coward got up and tried to
diinb back through the window. So I pulled him and bit a
pieace but of his leg, but someone else pulled harder, or else